Steps to Achieving
Your Eligibility
Freshmen and Sophomores

• Start planning now!
• Work hard to get the best grades possible.
• Take classes that match your high school’s list of NCAA courses.
•
•

The NCAA Eligibility Center will use only approved core courses
to certify your initial eligibility.
You can access and print your high school’s list of NCAA
courses at www.eligibilitycenter.org. Click the NCAA CollegeBound Student-Athlete link to enter and then navigate to the
“Resources” tab and select “U.S. Students” where you will find the
link for the list of NCAA courses.
If you fall behind, use summer school sessions before graduation
to catch up.

Juniors

• At the beginning of your junior year, complete your online
registration at www.eligibilitycenter.org.
• Register to take the ACT, SAT or both and use the NCAA Eligibility
•
•
•

Center code “9999” as a score recipient. Doing this sends your
official score directly to the NCAA Eligibility Center.
Double check to make sure the courses you have taken match
your school’s list of NCAA courses.
Ask your high school counselor to send an official transcript to
the NCAA Eligibility Center after completing your junior year.
If you have attended more than one high school, the NCAA
Eligibility Center will need official transcripts from all high
schools attended. (The NCAA Eligibility Center does NOT
accept faxed transcripts or test scores.)
Before registering for classes for your senior year, check with your
high school counselor to determine the amount of core courses
that you need to complete your senior year.

Seniors

• Take the ACT and/or SAT again, if necessary. The NCAA Eligibility
•
•
•
•
•
•

Center will use the best scores from each section of the ACT or
SAT to determine your best cumulative score.
Continue to take college-prep courses.
Check the courses you have taken to match your school’s list of
NCAA courses.
Review your amateurism responses and request final
amateurism certification on or after April 1 (for fall enrollees) or
October 1 (for spring enrollees).
Continue to work hard to get the best grades possible.
Graduate on time (in eight academic semesters).
After graduation, ask your high school counselor to send your
final transcript to the NCAA Eligibility Center with proof of
graduation.
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NCAA Eligibility
Center Registration
Online Registration: The NCAA Eligibility Center has designed a
new website with you, the student-athlete, in mind. This is where
you will find the tools and information you need to begin your
college experience as a student-athlete.
To register with the NCAA Eligibility Center, go online to
www.eligibilitycenter.org and click the link to enter at an NCAA
College-Bound Student-Athlete. To create an account, either click
on the “New Account” button at the top right of the screen or the
cell phone on the left side of the screen.
Note: If you fail to submit all the documents required or if no NCAA
school requests your eligibility status, your incomplete file will be
discarded after five years, requiring you to pay a new fee if certification
is requested after that time.
Account Creation
You will need to provide a valid email address to create an account
and begin the registration process. Be sure you provide an email
address that will be active even after you complete high school.
About Me
In this section, you just need to pass along some quick facts about
you—information such as your name, address, date of birth and
gender.
My Coursework
You will need to enter the name and location of the high school
you currently attend in this section. If you have attended more
than one school (including summer school) during grades nine, 10,
11 or 12, you will need to have that information ready as well. List all
schools you previously attended. Make sure to include all schools,
whether you received grades or credits. If you attended ninth
grade at a junior high school located in the same school system in
which you later attended high school, do not list the ninth-grade
school.
My Sport
In this section, you will select the sport(s) you plan to participate
in at an NCAA Division I or II college or university. The NCAA
Eligibility Center will also ask about the high school and/or club
teams you have been a part of and events you have participated in
during your high school career.
Payment
Your account will be eligible for processing once the registration
fee of $65 for U.S. students or $95 for international students has
been paid (or submission of a fee waiver if you have been granted
a waiver). You must pay online by debit, credit card or e-check.
You are eligible for a waiver of the registration fee only if you have
already received a waiver of the SAT or ACT fee. (This is not the
same as a U.S. state voucher.) You must have an authorized high
school official submit your fee waiver documentation online after
you have completed your registration. If you have not yet been
granted a fee waiver by SAT or ACT, you are not yet eligible for
a waiver of the NCAA Eligibility Center registration fee.
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Fee-Waiver Eligibility
As mentioned in the NCAA Eligibility Center Registration section of
the Guide, you are eligible for a waiver of the registration fee only
if you have already received a waiver of the SAT or ACT fee. (This is
not the same as a U.S. state voucher.) You must have an authorized
high school official submit your fee waiver documentation online
after you have completed your registration. If you have not
yet been granted a fee waiver by SAT or ACT, you are not yet
eligible for a waiver of the registration fee.
Below are the ACT and SAT fee-waiver eligibility requirements.
ACT
In order to be eligible for an ACT fee waiver, a student must meet
one or more of these indicators of economic need:

• Family receives low-income public assistance;
• Student is a ward of the state;
• Student resides in foster home;
• Student is homeless;
• Student participates in free or reduced-price lunch program at
school;
• Student participates in federally funded TRIO Program such as
Upward Bound; or
• Family income is at or below the Bureau of Labor Statistics Low
Standard Budget.

SAT
You are eligible for consideration for an SAT fee waiver if you are:
A United States citizen or a foreign national taking the SAT in the
United States, Puerto Rico or U.S. territories and meets one or more
of the following requirements:

• Is enrolled in a program for the economically disadvantaged
(e.g., AVID or a TRIO program such as Upward Bound);
• Family’s annual income falls within the levels listed by the U.S.
•
•
•

Department of Agriculture (USDA) for free or reduced-price
lunches;
Family receives public assistance;
Family lives in federally subsidized public housing; or
Is a resident in a foster home.

Note: If you are a home schooled student in the United States, Puerto
Rico or U.S. territories who cannot afford to pay the test fees, you must
provide proof of eligibility to your local high school or agency feewaiver administrator/counselor. Only a school or agency counselor can
provide you with the fee-waiver card for the appropriate test.
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